PACT Coronation Royal Walk
and Activity Trail
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Parents And Children Together

Parents And Children Together
(PACT) has been building and
strengthening families since 1911.

PACT is an adoption charity and
family support provider based in
Reading that supports hundreds
of people each year through
outstanding adoption services,
specialist therapeutic support and inspirational
community projects across the south of England.

Donate today:
Visit pactcharity.org/donate

or scan this CO0e mmm—
Stay in touch! Follow us at

@PACTcharity @O DO

Proudly working with
Terry's Reading
Walkabouts

facebook.com/terrysreadingwalkabouts
readingwalkingtours.co.uk

Design by Emily McAuley and James Denny
07701 054775 / james@purplehare.space
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Welcome to this inspiring 90 minute walk around
some of Reading’s royal highlights. The route is
designed with your safety in mind, but please take
care to stay on public footpaths and remember to
cross the road carefully!

This map and guide has been put together to raise

money for PACT (Parents And Children Together).

Please scan the QR code overleaf and donate what
you can to help this amazing local charity.

This trail wouldn’t have been possible without the
generosity of the sponsors. If you use them, do
mention you are on the PACT Coronation Walk!

We hope you enjoy your walk!

The Rock Acatﬁamy Foundation

therockacademy.org.uk / FB: ReadingRockAcademy
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A message from the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire,
Mr. James Puxley CVO.
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As The King’s representative in Berkshire, it
gives me great pleasure to share this walk
around Reading with you, recognising the

royal sites, connections and visits to the town
over the centuries and to support the work of
Parents And Children Together.

| do hope you enjoy the regal highlights we
have picked out for you as we celebrate the
Coronation of His Majesty King Charles IIl.

James Puxley




Queen Elizabeth Il opened Reading
station twice. Brunel Walk, which

includes staff facilities, shops and the ticket

office, was opened in April 1989.

Her most recent visit came in 2014, when she
reopened the revamped Reading railway station
(which more than doubled the space available
for trains), posing for a famous photo of her in a
turquoise blue oulffit, surrounded by Network

|

England).

Rail workers in orange, fluorescent uniforms.

Finished
the trail?

Or visit pactcharity.org/trail

Whilst Queen Victoria didn’t come to Reading, she was still
very important to the town. Huntley and Palmers supplied her
with biscuits, and she commanded that our copy of the Bayeux
Tapestry be taken for her to see in Windsor.

The statue was built in 1887, sculpted by George Blackall
Simonds, the same man who produced the Maiwand Lion and

other statues around Reading.

The main route is shown as a
continuous line, with a dotted
shortcut if you want to shorten the
walk to about an hour.

The black line shows the railway—
it is a busy line and it's worth
stopping to watch the trains pass,
but remember to never go onto the
railway!

Grey lines are selected connecting
roads of interest.

The Hexagon is a really
special place in Reading. It
opened in 1977 as part of
the Civic Centre. At The
Hexagon you can see
music, comedy, plays and
lots more!

Queen Elizabeth Il came to Reading in
May 1978 to open the Civic Centre.
Crowds of children and families lined
the streets to see the special visitor.

The council offices have moved (you
will see them on this walk). But The
Hexagon has an exciting future
planned. There will be more buildings

and it will be easier for everyone
to take part in events. .I
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If you have time,
why not visit the
Royal Berkshire
Hospital, a 5-10 min. walk
from the Biscuit Factory.
Catherine, Princess of
Wales was born here, and
Queen Elizabeth Il visited
in 2006. The Museum of
English Rural Life is also
worth a visit and has toilets
and a great café.
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A Hospitium is a “dormitory of pilgrims”. Founded in 1189, up to 400
people could stay here. It was visited by many royal figures including
Empress Matilda, Queen Elizabeth | and Mary Tudor (Mary | of

In 1485 it was extensively altered to become the Royal Grammar School
of King Henry VII (now Reading School). About 100 years later, it
became the town hall for 200 years, and then an extension of the
University of Oxford. Today it is occupied by a children's nursery— .
what a rich history of invention and education its children grow in! _I
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The Maiwand Lion is a war memorial named after
the Battle of Maiwand. It was made in 1886 to
remember 329 soldiers from the 66th (Berkshire)
Regiment of Foot. They died fighting in the Second
Anglo-Afghan War in Afghanistan between 1878
and 1880.

Soldiers go to war in the name of the King or
Queen. Often when they sign up to fight they are
said to “take the King or Queen’s Shilling”

The Lion is used as a symbol of Reading by people

who live and work here. .I




The Berkshire County Gaol (“HM Prison Reading”) was built in 1844 and closed at King's Meadow was owned
the beginning of 2014. The Gaol (pronounced Jail) is Grade |l listed and embodies a by Reading Abbey and
unique part of the town's history. In 1895 Oscar Wilde was locked up there for being became owned by the King
gay and he wrote "The Ballad of Reading Gaol' when released. It is right next to the
Reading Abbey ruins and is the likely burial place of King Henry I.

after the dissolution of the
monasteries (when King
Many people want it to be an art and community centre. You can also see the Henry the Eighth split
famous Banksy artwork (part of that campaign) on one outer wall. Did you know, England away from

that if you go to prison this is ordered by the King or Queen? This means Catholicism and the authority
people say that you are living “at their majesty’s pleasure” !I of the Pope in Rome).

In 1869, the town of Reading
purchased 12 acres of the
King's Meadow meadow as the

Tesco (.'E\*’i‘ recreation ground you .
TOILETS see today.
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Biscuit of the world’s most famous
Subway pieces of medieval art. It
shows how William the
Conqueror invaded Britain
and defeated King Harold.
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0. Shortcut In the late .1 9thl Century, a

Reading 0. group of Victorian

Gaol & ° embroiderers created a copy,
which is now on display in
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the railway station).

Biscuit
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The Oracle
Waterside
' Huntley and Palmers were

XS Reading’s world famous biscuit | 8 HIEH HIE Y « %
NG Car Park makers. Reading is called the —
biscuit town because of them. Joseph Huntley started the
company in 1822, and it became one of the world's first
global brands. They invented many kinds of treats, including the
Nice, and supplied Queen Victoria with biscuits.

The Queen Mother visited on October 26th 1955, saying how
pleased she was to meet and talk to the workers.

The factory isn’t in use any more, but Huntley and Palmer’s
still makes biscuits in Sudbury, in Suffolk. .I

The impressive ruins consists of the south transept (the arms that project at right angles from
the church, forming a cross shape), the treasury, the chapter house (where the monks met),
= . the dormitory and the refectory (the dining room).

The ruins have been extensively restored and are now fully open for exploring as well as venue hire—even hosting theatre
shows. There is also a plaque and memorial to King Henry 1st displayed on one of the walls, why not see if you can find it?

You can also see the mill arch, the only remaining part of the Abbey mill (and in use until the twentieth century!)
nearby over the Holy Brook (behind ‘The Blade’ office). .I




Many royal buildings have stained glass
windows which look really pretty in the sunlight.
Why don’t you have a go at colouring this

window in for King Charles!

The Royal Train often comes through Reading on
its way to and from Windsor Castle!

Can you spot ten differences here?

To use these vouchers please print a copy of
the map at home & present in store

WAY
DRINK 4 DINE

° WHEN YOU BUY A BREAKFAST SUB
52 $3 !
) e
NV
*sl 54 B
s0, 1
2° \
49 .3 o"
.
5o o
-
.
7% o¥ £24.99
.43 % ol6
/ FOUR 6-INCH SUBS, FOUR DRINKS
w6 AVAILABLE UNTIL 11AM FOURCRISPS (' COOKIES
:’7 * 44 .ls ’ Voucher offers have no cash value, are not for sale, Voucher offers have no cash value, are not for sale,
. I .7 and are only valid at Subway® Broad Street Mall, and are only valid at Subway® Broad Street Mall,
w2 10°* .l Reading store and valid till 23st May 2023. T&Cs * Reading store and valid till 31st May 2023. T&Cs *
45 - 3 e
i

s way __ FREEHOT
) ) - FOOTLONG SIDES

£6.49 *T =

Zq .
36 .
- .35 300 .27 23 Cheesy Bites - 5 pleces Hash Browns - 6 pieces
*40 .
| R
{ 3 , = “25 2 o Zih,
. 3% 2 % e, ‘ 9
x ( . . L/

%. k2 33 32 Crinkle Wedges - reqular (VE) Nacho Chicken Bites - 4 pieces

AVAILABLE EVERY DAY
AFTER 5 PM Pepperoni Slice Cheesy Garlic Slice (V)
Voucher offers have no cash value, are not for sale, Voucher offers have no cash value, are not for sale,
H H and are only valid at Subway® Broad Street Mall, and are only valid at Subway® Broad Street Mall,
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special Reading youngster.
Can you figure out the connection?

Voucher offers have no cash value, are not for sale, and are only valid at Subway® Broad Street Mall, Reading store and valid till
31st May 2023. Specific terms and conditions apply* - May not be combined with other offers, discount cards or meal deals.
Limited to one per customer, per visit. Void if transferred, sold, auctioned or fraudulent. Photocopies not accepted. Subway®
store to retain the voucher. All third party trademarks are the property of their respective owners.




